
Quilted Chicken Tea Cozy 

Create a beautiful quilted chicken tea cozy with patchwork details, appliqué decorations, and 
soft quilting texture! This cozy is not only functional for keeping your teapot warm, but it also 
makes a charming farmhouse-style kitchen decoration. 

This tutorial is written for beginners and experienced sewists alike, with detailed explanations so 
you can confidently complete the project from start to finish. 

 



Finished Project Size 
The finished tea cozy fits most standard medium teapots approximately: 

●​ 10–12 inches wide 
●​ 8–10 inches tall 

You can slightly enlarge or reduce the pattern depending on your teapot size. 

Materials and Supplies ✂️ 

Fabrics 

●​ Assorted cotton quilting fabrics in beige, cream, brown, tan, red, mustard, and floral 
prints 

●​ Backing fabric 
●​ Lining fabric 
●​ Small scraps for appliqué pieces 

Batting 

●​ Cotton batting or insulated batting 

Sewing Supplies 

●​ Sewing machine 
●​ Hand sewing needle 
●​ Thread matching fabrics 
●​ Fabric scissors 
●​ Rotary cutter and mat 
●​ Quilting ruler 
●​ Pins or clips 
●​ Fabric marking pen 
●​ Iron and ironing board 
●​ Fusible web (optional for appliqué) 
●​ Embroidery thread (optional) 
●​ Bias binding or fabric strips for binding 

 

 



 

Understanding the Tea Cozy Structure 
This chicken tea cozy is made from: 

●​ A quilted outer shell 
●​ Batting for insulation 
●​ Inner lining 
●​ Decorative appliqué pieces 
●​ Quilted texture 
●​ Final side seams and binding 



The cozy is built in layers, just like a small quilt. 

Step 1: Pattern and Fabric Cutting ✂️ 
Before sewing, prepare and cut all your fabric pieces carefully. 

Main Body Panels 

Cut: 

●​ 2 body panels measuring 30 cm x 28 cm 
●​ These form the front and back of the chicken tea cozy 

You can trace a rounded chicken-body shape onto paper first, then use it as a template. 

The body should have: 

●​ Rounded top 
●​ Slightly wider bottom 
●​ Flat lower edge 

Wing Pieces 

Cut: 

●​ 4 wing feather shapes 
●​ Approximately 12 cm x 15 cm 

Use several coordinating fabrics for layered feathers. 

Comb Pieces 

Cut: 

●​ 2 comb shapes 
●​ About 8 cm x 7 cm 

Use bright red fabric. 

 

 

 



Wattle Pieces 

Cut: 

●​ 4 teardrop-shaped wattle pieces 
●​ Approximately 5 cm x 6 cm 

Beak 

Cut: 

●​ 1 diamond or triangle shape 
●​ Approximately 4 cm x 4 cm 
●​ Use yellow or mustard fabric 

Tail Feathers 

Cut multiple feather-shaped pieces in different sizes and prints. 

Use: 

●​ Browns 
●​ Creams 
●​ Florals 
●​ Polka dots 

The variety creates dimension and visual interest. 

Step 2: Creating the Patchwork Top 🧵 
The body of the chicken is assembled from small patchwork squares. 

Cut Patchwork Squares 

Cut multiple: 

●​ 6 cm x 6 cm squares 

Use a mixture of coordinating quilting cottons. 

Try combining: 

●​ Tiny florals 
●​ Vintage prints 
●​ Dots 



●​ Tone-on-tone fabrics 

Arrange the Squares 

Lay the squares out before sewing. 

Alternate: 

●​ Light fabrics 
●​ Medium fabrics 
●​ Dark fabrics 

This creates balance and helps the chicken shape stand out beautifully. 

Sew the Squares Together 

Place two squares right sides together. 

Sew using: 

●​ ¼ inch seam allowance 

Continue adding squares row by row. 

After each seam: 

●​ Press seams open or to one side 

Pressing properly is extremely important for flat quilting later. 

Assemble the Full Patchwork Panel 

Continue until the patchwork section is large enough for the chicken body pattern. 

Then: 

●​ Place your chicken body template over the patchwork 
●​ Cut the body shape carefully 

Repeat for the second body panel. 

 

 



 

Step 3: Making the Quilt Sandwich 🪡 
Now you will build the quilted layers. 

Each side of the tea cozy is made from: 

1.​ Top fabric 
2.​ Batting 
3.​ Lining 

This is called a quilt sandwich. 



Layer the Fabrics 

For each body panel: 

●​ Place lining fabric wrong side down 
●​ Add batting in the middle 
●​ Place patchwork top right side up 

Smooth all wrinkles carefully. 

Baste the Layers 

You can baste using: 

●​ Quilting pins 
●​ Safety pins 
●​ Temporary spray adhesive 
●​ Hand basting stitches 

The layers must stay secure during quilting. 

Step 4: Quilting the Tea Cozy 🧵 
Quilting gives texture, durability, and structure. 

You can choose between: 

Stipple Quilting 

This uses flowing curved lines. 

It creates: 

●​ Soft texture 
●​ Handmade appearance 
●​ Vintage quilted look 

To do this: 

●​ Lower your feed dogs if using free-motion quilting 
●​ Move fabric slowly and evenly 
●​ Stitch looping curves continuously 

Cross-Hatch Quilting 



This creates diamond shapes. 

Mark diagonal lines across the body panel. 

Then stitch: 

●​ One direction first 
●​ Rotate the piece 
●​ Stitch the opposite direction 

Spacing should be even. 

Approximately: 

●​ 1½ to 2 inches apart 

This style gives a classic farmhouse look. 

Quilting Tips for Beginners 
●​ Start quilting from the center outward 
●​ Use walking foot for even feeding 
●​ Quilt slowly 
●​ Practice on scrap fabric first 
●​ Keep hands relaxed while guiding fabric 

Step 5: Making the Appliqué Details 🌸 
The chicken decorations bring the cozy to life. 

Preparing the Wing 

Layer feather pieces slightly overlapping. 

Arrange from largest to smallest. 

You can: 

●​ Fuse with fusible web 
●​ Pin temporarily 

Topstitch around each feather piece. 

Making the Tail 



Arrange tail feathers in a fan shape. 

Mix prints and colors for dimension. 

Stitch them together at the base before attaching to the body. 

Creating the Chicken Face 

Prepare: 

●​ Eye 
●​ Comb 
●​ Wattle 
●​ Beak 

Eye Detail 

Use: 

●​ Black button 
●​ Felt circle 
●​ Embroidered eye 

If using a button: 

●​ Sew securely by hand 

Attaching the Comb 

Place the comb near the top of the chicken head. 

Stitch carefully around edges. 

Adding the Wattle 

Position below the beak area. 

Layer two teardrop pieces for fullness. 

Attaching the Beak 

Center the beak between comb and wattle. 

Topstitch neatly. 



Decorative Flower Appliqué 🌼 
The tutorial includes a flower embellishment on the chicken body. 

Cut Flower Pieces 

Cut: 

●​ Petals 
●​ Flower center 
●​ Leaves 

Use colorful floral fabrics. 

Attach the Flower 

Place on lower front body area. 

Use: 

●​ Zigzag stitch 
●​ Blanket stitch 
●​ Hand embroidery 

This adds a beautiful handmade touch. 

Step 6: Attaching the Appliqué to the Body 
Now attach all decorative pieces to the quilted body panel. 

Arrange First 

Before sewing: 

●​ Lay all pieces in place 
●​ Step back and check proportions 

Typical arrangement: 

●​ Tail at back 
●​ Wing centered 
●​ Face near upper front 
●​ Flower near lower body 

Stitch the Pieces 



Use slow stitching around curves. 

For clean edges: 

●​ Reduce stitch length slightly 

You may hand stitch small details for extra precision. 

Step 7: Assemble the Tea Cozy ☕ 
Now the project begins taking shape. 

Place Panels Together 

Put the two quilted chicken panels: 

●​ Right sides together 

Match carefully: 

●​ Top curves 
●​ Bottom edges 
●​ Tail sections 

Pin thoroughly. 

Sew Around the Outer Edge 

Sew around: 

●​ Top 
●​ Sides 

Leave the bottom completely open. 

Use: 

●​ ¼ inch seam allowance 

Clip Curves 

Clip small notches around curved areas. 

This helps the cozy turn smoothly. 

Do not cut through stitching. 



Turn Right Side Out 

Carefully turn the cozy right side out. 

Push curves gently using: 

●​ Chopstick 
●​ Turning tool 
●​ Blunt pencil 

Press thoroughly with steam iron. 

Step 8: Binding the Bottom Edge 🎀 
The bottom edge needs a clean finish. 

Prepare Binding 

Use: 

●​ Bias binding​
 or 

●​ Fabric strips folded in half 

Attach the Binding 

Pin binding around the lower edge. 

Sew slowly while easing around curves. 

Fold binding inward and: 

●​ Hand stitch invisibly​
 or 

●​ Machine stitch neatly 

Step 9: Final Shaping and Finishing Details ✨ 
Inspect the entire tea cozy carefully. 

Check for: 

●​ Loose threads 
●​ Uneven seams 
●​ Open stitching 



●​ Wrinkled areas 

Press once more for a polished finish. 

Optional Embellishments 
You can personalize your chicken tea cozy with: 

●​ Lace trim 
●​ Embroidery 
●​ Buttons 
●​ Beads 
●​ Decorative stitching 
●​ Name labels 

Helpful Tips for Success 🧵 

Choose Quality Cotton 

Quilting cotton holds shape best and quilts beautifully. 

Use Coordinating Prints 

Too many busy prints can overwhelm the design. 

Balance: 

●​ Small prints 
●​ Solids 
●​ Medium patterns 

Press Frequently 

Press after every major seam. 

Good pressing creates professional results. 

Test Fit Your Teapot 

Before final binding: 

●​ Slide the cozy over your teapot 
●​ Ensure spout and handle fit comfortably 



Washing Instructions 
For best results: 

●​ Hand wash gently​
 or 

●​ Machine wash delicate cycle 

Air dry or tumble low. 

Press lightly after washing. 

Final Thoughts 🐔☕ 
This quilted chicken tea cozy combines patchwork, quilting, and appliqué into one adorable 
sewing project. The layered textures, warm colors, and whimsical chicken design create a cozy 
country-style decoration that is both practical and decorative. 

Take your time with each step, especially quilting and appliqué placement. Even beginners can 
achieve beautiful results by sewing slowly and carefully following the process. 

Once finished, your tea cozy will become a lovely centerpiece for tea time, kitchen décor, or 
even a handmade gift for friends and family. 
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